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Introduction

• CDF is an XML vocabulary
– an XML-based vocabulary for pushing content

• Used (in windows) for Active Channels, the Active 
Desktop and also as a basis for the Open Software 
Distribution system

– supported by many other vendors
– quite flexible

• able to describe:
– multiple item channels
– regularly scheduled updates

• with begin/end limits as well

– caching options
– logging
– user interface features
– etc.

• quite simple
– development made easier with good tool supportTra
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Channel W
izard 

Exam
ple

This sort of tool makes life easy!
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Exam
ple Code

• Here is the code generated:

<?XML VERSION="1.0" ENCODING="UTF-8"?> 
<CHANNEL HREF="http://www.transentia.com.au/channel.html" LEVEL="1"> 
<TITLE>What's New at Transentia</TITLE> 
<ABSTRACT>What's New at Transentia this week?</ABSTRACT> 
<LOGO HREF="http://www.transentia.com.au/logo/channel80x32.gif" STYLE="IMAGE" /> 
<LOGO HREF="http://www.transentia.com.au/logo/channel16x16.gif" STYLE="ICON" /> 
<SCHEDULE>

<INTERVALTIME DAY="7" /> 
</SCHEDULE> 
</CHANNEL>

<A NAME="Transentia" 
HREF="http://www.microsoft.com/ie/ie40/download/?/ie/ie40/download/redirect.htm"> 

<IMG SRC="IEAddChannel.gif" BORDER=0 WIDTH=136 HEIGHT=20></A> 
<SCRIPT LANGUAGE="JavaScript"> 

if (isMsie4orGreater()) { Transentia.href = "http://www.transentia.com.au/Channel.cdf" ; } 
</SCRIPT>
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M
icrosoft CD

F 
Generator

• Another Microsoft tool for creating CDF-
based channels
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